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CHECK-IN

Bill Cooper leaves the hustle and bustle of Kuala Lumpur behind for a weekend away 
at The Park Samui in Koh Samui, Thailand.

A Unique And Intimate Getaway 
In Paradise

M
y desire for a 
weekend getaway 
was sated when 
The Park Samui 
agreed to host 
me. It had been 
a while since I 

visited Koh Samui and, having heard a 
lot of good things about this property, 
was looking forward to a nice relaxing 
weekend. The Firefly flight was smooth 
and I was at Koh Samui before I knew 
it. The resort is only about five minutes 
away from the airport and soon enough 
I was checking in. Kurt, the host and 
his Thai wife were on hand to greet me 
with big smiles. 

Mod Cons
The Park Samui is located on the north 
point of Koh Samui, on a peaceful hill-
side covered with palm trees and is just a 
five minute drive to the beautiful Chong 
Mon Beach. This resort has created a 
unique holiday destination, surrounded 
by lush nature and it is very tranquil. I 
was taken to one of the 24 spacious and 
well-designed holiday apartments, all 
of which are a very good size. They are 
a spacious 170 sqm and feature a fully 
equipped kitchen, WiFi and satellite 
television. All the apartments face the 
beautiful tropical garden and pool area. 

Each unit can accommodate up to 
4 people with two bedrooms and three 

THE PARK SAMUI
51/92 Plailam Soi 8,
Bophut, Koh Samui,
Chaweng, Bophut,
Koh Samui, 84320,
Thailand
Tel: +668 2414 5335
Website: www.parksamui.com
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Big Buddha Temple

Choeng Mon 
Beach Koh Samui

Walkabout
I felt the need to go out 
and explore and Kurt 
was kind enough to 
suggest that I head to 
Choeng Mon beach. 
The beach is roughly 
about five minutes 
away from the re-
sort and it took me 
absolutely no time 
at all to get there. 
The beach was 
absolutely gorgeous 
but quite busy. Parasols dot-
ted the stretch and there were many 
people sunbathing and splashing around 
in the sea. There is no shortage of choice 
for restaurants and bars here. 

Feeling quite thirsty, I headed into 
the nearest bar and slackened my thirst 
with a few beers. The other customers 
in the bar were a friendly, chatty bunch 
and the few beers stretched to a few 
more. I watched a beautiful sunset before 
heading back to the resort. 

After a good night’s sleep on a very 
comfortable bed, I feasted on a delicious 
breakfast that was delivered to my door. 
Kurt’s wife does all the cooking and the 
food was just brilliant. Fresh juice and 
coffee, fresh fruit and an omelette set 
me up for the day. I just lazed by the 
poolside while my breakfast digested 
before swimming a few laps. 

After a shower and making myself 
look presentable, I hopped in another 
taxi to the Big Buddha Temple, which 
took about ten minutes. Wat Phra Yai , 
also known as the Big Buddha Temple 

bathrooms, are beautifully furnished 
and are perfect for a family with kids, 
couples or a group of friends. One of the 
best things about this resort is that they 
offer all the services of a hotel but with 
much more space, privacy and peace for 
the individual guest.

After a quick shower, I strolled around 
the property, marvelling at the sheer 
volume of...quiet. This really was what 
I needed, a nice soothing balm of peace 
and quiet. This resort has two pools, one 
of them being a salt water one, a gym 
and a spa. For the more adventurous, car 
and bike rentals are available.

in English, is a Buddhist temple on 
Ko Phan, a small island located the 
northeastern area of Koh Samui. The 
giant, 12-metre high golden Buddha 
statue, built in 1972, has become one of 
the island’s main tourist attractions and 
a major landmark. The statue depicts 
Buddha in a state of calm and resolve, 
having overcome temptation and fear 
sent at him by Mara, Lord of Illusion. 
Known as the Mara posture, the left hand 
rests palm open and up in the statue’s 
lap, the right hand facing down over 
the right knee, almost to the ground. 
Absolutely breathtaking.

I checked out of the resort feeling 
rested and like a new man. In a pool 
of hotels and resorts, The Park Samui 
certainly stands out as one of the better 
places to get a little rest and relaxation. 
The service and facilities are second to 
none and I am already planning my next 
trip back.


